
PLEASE COME! 

“WE NEED TO 

HEAR FROM YOU” 

ELDER GROVE 

SCHOOL 

COMMUNITY 

FORUM 
APRIL 4, 2017 @ 6:30P.M. 

BIG GYM 

1. Elder Grove School is full. 
There are currently 476 students kindergarten through 6th grade, the school is about 88 students over its 

functional capacity. Our middle school has 86 students and next year is expected to have 136 students.  

February of 2009 we had 342 students, expected  enrollment by February 2018 is 593.
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Where will we put 

all of those kids? 

We Need to Hear From You! This is 

your school, we want to hear 

your vision. 



#1 Issue: A Growing lack of space both in classrooms 

and the cafeteria will only get more severe as student 

enrollment grows. 

 “A lack of space is getting in the way of student learning and will even be 
more of an issue in the future.” 

 “We simply need more physical space to reduce class sizes and to allow 
the flexibility for additional curriculum offerings and classroom flexibility.” 

 “There is not enough time for children to eat lunch with the nine short 15 
minute lunch periods. This creates a stressful time for students and staff, 
considerable wasted food and an overall unhealthy experience.” 

 The kitchen is just about at maximum capacity for lunch preparation with 
the current time schedules and number of children. “ 

 “The lunchroom was built when Elder Grove had 111 students, we are now 
at 562 students with the same kitchen.” 

 
*Elder Grove has the least amount of square feet per student in our area. This equates to 

the problems that are bulleted above. This will only get worse as the student enrollment 

increases. 

 

Please come to the Community Forum in the Big Gym on April 4th 

@ 6:30 P.M. We really want to get your feedback on what your 

vision is for the school. 
 
School Planning Committee 

Don Miller, Barry Kinsfather, Erica Larson, Erin Dailey, Dom Vergara, Joe Beeson, Justin Klebe, 

Nathan Schmitz, Rich Pope, Ryan Van Ballegooyen, Shawna Bonini, Tammy Robertus,  

 

 Contacts: 

 Justin Klebe, Superintendent, Klebe@eldergrove.k12.mt.us, 406-656-2893 

 John Eisen, K-12 Consultants, eisenj@msn.com, 406-855-9461 

 Dusty Eaton, A&E Architects, deaton@aearchitects.com, 406-248-2633 
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We need you to 

come to the 

forum to hear 

your ideas. 
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1. Facility issues identified by the School Planning 

Committee 
Many families have moved to the Elder Grove school district because of the 

small school atmosphere and high quality education their child would 

receive. There is a concern that school growth will result in larger class sizes 

and a decline in the quality of education. 

a. Provide enough land, classrooms and support spaces to 

accommodate student growth. 

b. Determine the best long-term use of the historic school house. 

c. Maintain who we are (small school feel), and our small class sizes as 

the school grows. 

d. Provide longer lunch periods so that children can finish their lunch 

(currently there are 9 lunch periods, 15 minutes each) 

e. Provide a true middle school experience with more electives, more 

extra-curricular activities, a tech-ed program, and accelerated class 

offerings “so kids can be competitive when they leave here” 

f. Provide larger, age-appropriate playgrounds, activity areas and PE 

fields. 

g. Provide a competitive salary to maintain a quality and stable staff. 

 

 

Help the school come up with a 

proactive solution now, rather than a 

reactive one later. Come to the 

Community Forum and be part of the 

solution. 
 

 


